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Remarks 

Claims 1 through 10 remain in this Application. Claims 1 1 through 14 have been added. 
Claim 1 has been amended. 

Claim Rejections under 35 U.S.C 103(a) 

The Office Action rejected the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
U.S. Patent No. 6493120 to Tancevski et al. (the Tancevski reference) in view of U.S. Patent 
6,587,235 to Chaudhuri et al. (the Chaudhuri reference). 

Claim 1 and dependent claims 2 through 5 

Claim 1 states an optical switch for routing data bursts from an incoming optical 
transmission medium to one of a plurality of outgoing optical transmission media, wherein each 
of the outgoing optical transmission media can transmit the data burst over a plurality of 
channels; circuitry for dynamically assigning a group identifier to each of the plurality of 
channels; circuitry for determining a group identifier associated with each data burst; scheduling 
circuits each associated with a respective outgoing optical transmission medium, each scheduling 
circuit comprising: one or more associative processors storing information indicative of times 
available for scheduling a data burst on said associated outgoing optical transmission medium; 
and circuitry for controlling said one or more associative processors to find an available time on 
one of a plurality of channels associated with the group identifier for the data burst. 

The Office Action states that the Tancevski reference does not disclose circuitry for 
assigning a group identifier to each channel, but that the Chaudhuri reference discloses circuitry 
for assigning a group identifier to each channel. However, the Chaudhuri reference only 
describes assigning priorities to lines for protection switching at system planning level. There is 
no disclosure of scheduling circuitry and no disclosure of scheduling of data based on group 
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identifiers that are dynamically assigned to data channels and to data bursts as required by claim 
1. 

Claim 6 and dependent claims 7 through 10 

Claim 6 states assigning group identifiers for respective groups of one or more channels 
and scheduling data burst through said switch responsive to available time on one of a plurality 
of channels associated with a predetermined group identifier. 

The Office Action states that the Tancevski reference does not disclose circuitry for 
assigning a group identifier to each channel, but that the Chaudhuri reference discloses circuitry 
for assigning a group identifier to each channel. However, the Chaudhuri reference only 
describes assigning priorities to lines for protection switching at system planning level. There is 
no disclosure of scheduling circuitry and no disclosure of scheduling data burst through said 
switch responsive to available time on one of a plurality of channels associated with a 
predetermined group identifier required by claim 6. 

Claim 1 1 and dependent claims 1 2 through 14 

Claim 1 1 states an optical switch for routing data from an incoming optical transmission 
fiber to one of a plurality of outgoing optical transmission fibers, wherein each of the outgoing 
optical transmission fibers includes a plurality of data channels; circuitry for dynamically 
assigning a group identifier to each of the plurality of data channels in each outgoing optical 
transmission fiber; circuitry for determining the group identifier associated with the data; 
scheduling circuit for scheduling the data to one of the plurality of outgoing optical transmission 
fibers, wherein the scheduling circuit schedules the data to one of the plurality of data channels 
in the outgoing optical transmission fiber responsive to the group identifier associated with data 
channel and the data. 

The Office Action states that the Tancevski reference does not disclose circuitry for 

assigning a group identifier to each channel, but that the Chaudhuri reference discloses circuitry 
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for assigning a group identifier to each channel. However, the Chaudhuri reference only 
describes assigning priorities SP, S or R to lines for protection switching at system planning 
level. There is no disclosure of scheduling circuitry and no disclosure of scheduling data to one 
of the plurality of data channels in the outgoing optical transmission fiber responsive to the 
group identifier associated with data channel and the data required by claim 1 1 . 

For the above reasons, the foregoing amendment places the Application in condition for 
allowance. Therefore, it is respectfully requested that the rejection of the claims be withdrawn 
and full allowance granted. Should the Examiner have any further comments or suggestions, 
please contact Jessica Smith at (972) 477-9109. 

Respectfully submitted, 
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